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Symbols bring an extra layer of meaning to concrete realities. Since the beginning of human
history, symbols are widely used in order to communicate information and feelings, to
immortalise knowledge, carry traditions and facilitate a feeling of group ‘belonging’. Key
concepts of RWM (Radioactive Waste Management), such as safety, risk, reversibility or
storage and disposal, may carry a variety of meanings or symbolic connotations. It is
important for radioactive waste managers to recognise and understand these different
meanings. While symbolic aspects are often hidden they can be brought out through dialogue.
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